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every one of my weaknesses. I have attained great capacity,
I believe, for suppressing and curbing my senses, but I have
not become incapable of sin, i.e., of being acted upon by my
senses.' I believe it to be possible for every human being to
attain that blessed and indescribable sinless state in which
he feels within himself the presence of God to the exclusion
of everything else. It is, I must confess, as yet a distant
scene. And therefore it is not possible for me to show the
nation a present way to complete non-violence in practice.
Young India, 17-11-1921
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HOW THE HOPE WAS SHATTERED*

My public life began in 1893 in South Africa in trou-
bled weather. My first contact with British authorities in
that country was not of a happy character. I discovered
that as a man and an Indian I had no rights. More correctly,
I discovered that I had no rights as a man because I was
an   Indian.

But I was not baffled. I thought that this treatment
of Indians was an excrescence upon a system that was
intrinsically and mainly good. I gave the Government
my voluntary and hearty co-operation, criticizing it freely
where I felt it was faulty but never wishing its destruction.

Consequently when the existence of the Empire was
threatened in 1899 by the Boer challenge, I offered my
services to it, raised a voluntary ambulance corps, and served
at several actions that took place for the relief of Ladysmith.
Similarly in 1906 at the time of the Zulu Revolt' I raised
a stretcher-bearer party and served till the end of the
'rebellion'.    On  both these occasions I received   medals

* From the statement made by Gandhiji before the court at his trial
on 18-3-1922.